



A Woman Provoked To Pray

1Samuel 1:6 …provoked her severely, to make her miserable, because the Lord had closed her womb.”

In 1 Samuel we are introduced to a woman named Hannah.  Hannah was loved by her husband and well provided for by him but at the same time she was taunted by Peninnah, the other woman and wife.  She had the love of a devoted husband but found herself desperately longing for something she did not have, a child. Peninnah had children and did not hesitate to make little of Hannah because she was barren. Our understanding of the culture of this time lets us know just how important it was for women to bear children for their husbands and helps us understand why Hannah was so desperate to do so. Barren women of this time were looked upon as a social disgrace.
Time and space will not permit me to give all the details of the story so I encourage you to read it for yourself. However, I will say that the story is one of a woman who did not allow circumstances to prevent her from praying. In fact, her situation and circumstances provoked her to pray. Being daily reminded of her barrenness by her husband’s other wife caused her great emotional pain and shame and yet we do not hear of her retaliating. Nor do we hear of her giving up hope. Instead we find her pouring out her soul to the one person with the power to change her circumstances. (v.15)
Have you ever been provoked? Have you ever had someone ridicule you to the point of tears? Is there something in your life that is causing you shame? I think it is fair to say that all of us at one time or another has found ourselves longing for something we do not have – a child, a husband, a job, peace of mind from the stresses of life, something we do not have. 
We can take a lesson from Hannah and respond in the same way she did. We can pour out our souls to the Lord expecting him to answer. He knows what we have need of even before we pray but going to him with a sincere heart, confessing that only he can change the circumstances lets him know that we love him. It lets him know that we trust him and it lets him know just how desperate we are for his intervention. Pouring our souls out to him shows how dependent we are on Him. For nothing is too hard for our God!
Whatever your situation is today rest assured that our heavenly Father knows and he cares. He is waiting for you to come to him with the same fervent desire in your heart, the same nakedness as Hannah. The same weapons of warfare are available to you today- tears, passion, faith and prayer. We know that the fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much. Take your desires to the Lord and like Hannah, may you leave your place of prayer in peace. May the Lord grant you favor and may he give you the desires of your heart. He did it for Hannah and he can do it for you. 
Happy Mother’s Day!
