Are You the One?

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee.  As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us?”
	When he saw them, he said, “Go,  show  yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.
	One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him - and he was a Samaritan.
	Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”  Luke 17:11-19 NIV

We sometimes cry out in a loud voice when we are in a tight situation or seemingly at our wits end. We can be in pain, either physical or emotional, but we cry out. Anyone who is within hearing distance of us knows that we are desperate for some kind of assistance. This seems the logical thing to do but is it not logical also to extend a word of thanks to the person who came to our rescue? In this periscope, we find ten men in need of help. They know the reputation and character of the one to whom they cry out but somewhere between the loud cry and the help most of them lose sight of what just happened.
	How many times have we done the same thing? We cry out to Jesus, asking him to help us out of our situation but as soon as he does we go on with life as if nothing happened. Thank God for the one. Ten cried out for help but only one had enough gratitude to return to say thanks. The one who came back did so with praise on his lips. He came back with worship in his heart and fell at Jesus’ feet. The one who came back was a foreigner. He was a Samaritan. 
	Has anything like this ever happened to you?  Have you done things for family members or close friends but not received a thank you?  This like many other life issues we face are not unknown by our High Priest. He has suffered the same kind of ungratefulness by those he loves. He has been ignored by people whom he has helped and healed, even by those for whom he died. Don’t you wonder why just “the one?”

	As you reflect on the goodness of God and all he has done for you what is your answer to today’s question?  Are you the one?


Happy Thanksgiving!
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