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For unto us a childis bom, unto us asonis givery and the govermment shall be ypon his shaulder; and
his narme shd| be cdled Wonderful Counsdor, Mghty God, Everlasiing Father, Prince of Peace.
|saiah 9:6

Thisverse and the stary of howour Lord and Savior came into the warld shauld meke us
mindfu
of judging the gft by its wrapping Reading Isaieh and thenfast fowerdng to the New Testament story
of Jesus' birth causes anetobein awve. The samelittle baby bom ina manger anongthe animdsis
the same person described in the passage above. The child whose parents cauld not check intothe
locd innfor a conrfartable bed is the same ane whois called Wonderfu Courselar, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father and Prince of Reace. Wow!

Sucha hurrble beginning for such an inpartant personand yet that isthe way it was far the San
of God. The Lord of Lards and King of Kings had no brightly wrapped baby gifts froma baby
shoner given in his horor, no beautiful baby arib, blue blanket to keep hm snug and no domy
pillow upan whichtolay his head Therewas nofreshly painted or decorated nursery towhich Vary
and Joseph could bring him When it canre tine for Mary to gve lirth to our firsttbom son she had no
chdce but towrgp himin bands of dath, and lay himina manger, because there was no gace for
themintheinn

If you were to weke up on Christmas marning, look under the tree and find a gift wapped in
swaddling dothes ar maybe aurrbled up newspaper howwaould you respond?

Wauld you nutter under your breath that you don't went that one’? VWould you lodk far the biggest ard
the brightest wrapped presert with the biggest and prettiest bow? VWbu d you think to yourself, nathing
good oauld ke in such a cormmon wigpping?

Does this in any way remind you of the question o the rdig cusleaders long agowho asked,
“Cananygood thing came out d Nazareth?” Never mind their question and their respanse to Jesus,
wha are you saying abaut himtoday'? How are you celebrating the miracu cus birth, life and gift of
Jesus Christ the Messiah? Isit he you thirk albbout when you say Merry Christmas? \\hen sormreane
asks youwha Christmes is dl abaut, is it he you pradaimas the reason far the season?  Isthere
roam for himin your heart and life today or will he again need tofind anather place tolay hishead?
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